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COCA GENEALOGY
Circulating through multiple regimes of value, the transgressive allure of coca has gripped the Occidental imagination for more than a century and a half, shaping the contours of modernity; first as a magical elixir, then to a demonized underground drug, and eventually being transformed into a lucrative global commodity with grievous effects. Coca and cocaine have "real histories" comprised by "chains of cause and effect over time" (Taussig 2004:313) . To wit, the U.S. initiated century-old ban on cocaine has had monumental geopolitical implications, not to mention the unintended effects of setting into motion the 1970s resurrection in its world demand, a time corresponding to Nixon's infamous 1971 declaration on the "War on Drugs." While the "cocaine problem" has been a part and parcel of numerous U.S. government's ideologically driven projects, historicizing the complex issue from a Peruvianist perspective yields distinctive views of the social life of coca leaves and their various derivatives.
As written elsewhere (Dean 2011 (Dean : 2013c ) the basic material for cocaine, coca leaves, are culturally indigenous to Andean and some Amazonian peoples. Their circulation among Andean consumers and cultivators in the montaña (tropical east Andean foothills and Amazonia) dates back for thousands of years (Rivera et al 2005) . In this area of astounding bio and cultural diversity, coca has played a crucial role in local people's materia medica (Mariátegui 1997) , systems of kinship (ayllu relations), production, exchange, consumption and local and regional patterns of political alliance.
Coca leaves have a veritable social history of sacred cultivation and use: chewing coca leaves have long been known for their nutritional components, capacity to assuage cold, appease hunger and counteract exhaustion (Seki and Yoshito 2012) . Throughout many parts of Peru, daily consumption and ritualized use of coca leaves remains essential to customary healing, divination, fertility rites, and elaborate shamanic practices (Morales 1989; Allen 2002) .
Notwithstanding what Paul Gootenberg calls its "home-grown" Andean nature, cocaine has long been a significant and extremely volatile factor in inter-and intraAmerican geo-political relations. Embracing a longitudinal approach spanning from 1850 -1980 , Gootenberg's Andean Cocaine: The Making of a Global Drug (2009 provides the definitive account on the initial development, reception, decline and subsequent reemergence of cocaine as a prohibited global commodity. His book meticulously documents the contradictory and convoluted relation cocaine has had for the region and the globe ever since the Franco-Peruvian Alfredo Bignon, the 1885 inventor of coca-sulfates (equivalent to PBC) 1 assisted in the transformation of the country into the epicenter of coca leaf production (see also Gootenberg 2007; Young 1996; Gagliano 1994 (Perkinson 2010: 21) . Soon to follow the "cosmopolitan" demand for powered cocaine restricted the quantity and quality of reliable data for measuring coca related deforestation, biodiversity loss (Salisbury and Fagan 2013) , not to mention accessing the requisite qualitative information needed to assess the human toll that the continued production of coca leaf production has had in lowland South America.
RETROSPECT: A PATH FORWARD?
Based on a number of contemporary accounts by indigenous peoples of southwestern Colombia, Espinosa Arango (2007) has explored the making of the discursive trope "lo indígena" ("the indigenous") in terms of the genocidal impulses associated with the country's violent modernity. In a comparable manner, the discursive practices of maintaining los cocaleros and los terrucos (insurgents) as co-constitutive categories are linked to embodied cultural memories and moral worlds where narratives of trauma, appeals to justice, and actions of resistance intermingle in the violent socio-cultural topography of Peru. The political and ethical significance of these identities, consciousnesses, political subjectivities and memories emerge from within historical experiences of real violence, which Espinosa Arango contends gives rises to its institutionalization along a "genocidal continuum" (2007).
This mimics the case for the Peruvian tropical Andes and Amazonian lowlands, which continue to suffer from the institutionalized violence associated with coca inspired conflicts and the continued militarization of the zone. Yet bar a thorough rethinking of hemispheric and global narcotics initiatives, Ollanta Humala's interdiction-oriented counter-narcotics policy has little chance of victory. In operational terms, counter-narcotic initiatives in Peru continue to be sustained by the U.S.'s ineffectual prohibitionist policies, which emphasize surveillance, enforcement, and eradication endeavors, rather than alternative development programs elaborated and implemented in a participatory fashion so as to ensure the sustainable enhancement of community, regional and national wellbeing. (Morales 1989 (Morales , 1994 . 4. A decline in coca leaf production was registered during the dictatorial regime of
Alberto Fujimori (1990 Fujimori ( -2000 , who was staunchly backed by the support of U.S.
intelligence and counternarcotics agencies (Dean 2002 
